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SEEINg a Life Change

In early January Surgical Eye Expeditions (SEE)
International and Volunteer Optometric Services to
Humanity (VOSH) of Pennsylvania united on an expe-
dition to Cap Haitian, Haiti. Two SEE International
a liate eye surgeons, Mildred Oliver, M.D. (IL) and
Robert Mack, M.D. (IL) joined our hosta liate ophthal-
mologist in Haiti, Marie Lucien,M.D. to perform 47
surgeries. Dave McPhillips, O.D. of VOSH/PA led the
team.

Screenings took place in two villages outside Cap
Haitian. e patients who would be receiving surgery
were brought to the Living Hope Mission(LHM), where
two of the rooms were converted into temporary operat-
ing facilities.  ose who were unable to receive surgical
services at the time, were put on a waiting list and will be
served over the next several months in Haiti. While the
expedition proved successful, the immense need of eye
care in Haiti motivated the SEE International and VOSH
team members to return in September.

Mingnon Dine a long time volunteer of VOSH
kept a journal on the experience of one patient who
exempli es for VOSH and SEE International the reason
we cofitinue our fights against blindness:

Jan.5,2007- Ernest
Simon with the help
of his son, was one of
the 164 patients
examined at the LHM
and diagnosed with
dense cataractsin
both eyes. He was
scheduled for surgery
the next day with Dr.
Lucien at LHM in Cap
Haitian, Haiti.

Ernest Simon preparing for his surgery

Jan.6,2007- Clutching tightly to the right arm of his son,
Ernest Simon arrived at LHM. Dr. Lucien examined Mr.Simon
and determined that she would remove the cataract from his
right eye. After completing the pre-op exams, Mr. Simon’s
operation began at 12:30pm. He was so calm during the

hour that he was on the
operating table that he
appeared to be sleeping.
Only when he shifted his
left arm did you see that
he was awake. At 1:30pm,
with a bandage covering
his right eye and leaning
on his son, Mr. Simon
slowly walked down the
driveway with an appoint-
ment to return the follow-
ing morning at 10:00am
for his post-op care.

(Continued on page 3)

Dr. Lucien performing cataract surgery
on Ernest Simon

In November of 2006 SEE International moved 10
miles North of Santa Barbara to Goleta. IS move
enabled our warehouse and administrative o ces to he
under one roof. We are very excited for this new
change and the increased e ciency that has resulted
from it.

If you haven't done so already, please update your
address books:

7200 Hollister Ave., Unit A
Goleta, CA 93117
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Above & Beyond

Typhoon Durian released its
destructive forces on the province of
Albay, Philippines in late November
2006. Hundreds were killed and tens
of thousands were displaced. Homes
and places of business were reduced
to piles of rubble. Eric Bligard, M.D.
had planned an eye expedition to
this area at the end of December
through the beginning of January.
However,the host ophthalmologist,

Dr. Eduardo Pardinas’ home and The aftermath of Typhoon Durian
0 ce were destroyed including some of the equipment Dr. Bligard had previously le

there for the clinics. Holding a cataract clinic in this area would be impossible, but
rather than cancel his e orts completely Dr. Bligard and his friend Manny Flores
organized areliefe ort. Within Dr.Bligard's local community of Fort Dodge, lowa
and the surrounding areas, $27,000 was raised to buy food, clothing, medicines and
other supplies for the people of Albay. In addition Dr. Bligard made a $2,500 donation
to SEE International.

Group photo at the eye clinic in Manila

e trip began in Manila, were Dr. Bligard met up with Eddy Gomez, M.D. who had
arranged a small cataract clinic for 13 individuals who were among the poorest in the
city, and unable to obtain care. A er participating in this clinic, Dr. Bligard and
Manny drove 14 hours armed with relief supplies to Guinobatan a municipality in
Albay where they would be distributed.  rough this e ort 1,200 families were fed,
received clothing or other support. Some who had lost the tools and supplies needed
to perform their trade were supplied those materials so they would be able to work
once again. Dr. Bligard o ered one story in particular of a woman, whom they were
able to help get reestablished:

“A 65 year old Filipino lady previously worked out of her home as a seamstress.

e typhoon had completely destroyed her home (her place of work) and she was
presently living as a refugee in a tent with no way of earning a livelihood.
Although we did not have the means to replace her home, what we were able to







